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What is The Merck Index* Online?  
 
The Merck Index has long been regarded as the most authoritative and reliable source of 
information on chemicals, drugs & biologicals. The Royal Society of Chemistry are proud to 
be the exclusive providers of the 15th edition. 
 
The Merck Index Online has been developed from this new content to offer a powerful search 
functionality and a user-friendly interface, making it ideal for institution-wide access. 
 
11,500 monographs are now available online with regular content updates, at  
http://www.rsc.org/merck-index/. 
 
Further help can be found at http://www.rsc.org/Merck-Index/help or you can email us at 
rscindex@rsc.org.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

USER GUIDE 
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Quick search 
 

• Quickly search The Merck Index Online using the box on the home page and at the 
bottom of individual records. 

 

 
 

 

Advanced search 
 

• Click Search to find records based on detailed properties, including uses, melting 
points and molecular weights 

• Narrow your search by entering search terms in more than one field 
 

 



 

Structure search 
 

• Use the Options on the right to search the exact structure, as a substructure, or for 
similar structures 

• Reduce the number of results by combining substructure or similarity searches with 
an advanced Text or Properties Search 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

• Click Convert to create a structure from a chemical name, or from a SMILES or InChI 
descriptor 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

• Click Edit draw your own structure or substructure 
 

 

 
  

Clear structure 

Delete individual 
atoms or bonds 



 

Search results 
 

• The search results page shows records that match the search criteria, for example 
2461 results match the word ‘benzene’ 

• Structures, molecular weights and molecular formulae are displayed if available 
• Click the name of the compound to open the record 

 
 

 
 
  



 

Monograph records 
 

• Basic properties such as CAS Registry number, synonyms, trade names, molecular 
formula and molecular weight are listed at the top 

• The chemical structure is listed on the right, which can be downloaded as jpg or mol 
files 
 

 

 
 

• Authorised users can view additional data including chemical and physical 
Properties and Uses 

• References to the published literature are given, e.g. for isolations, syntheses, 
clinical trials etc. 

• DOI and PubMed ID numbers are included and link to the original article 
 

 
 
  



 

• Therapeutic categories and other keywords are given under Classifications 
• Additional Notes such as safety information may be available 
• Data for Related Compounds such as derivatives, salts or stereoisomers are given if 

they do not have their own record 
 

 

 
 
 
  



 

Named reactions 
 

• Over 500 Named Reactions are listed and can be searched by name or browsed by 
initial letter 

• The record for each reaction includes a description, scheme and representative 
references 
 

 

 
 
  



 

Reference tables 
 

• Useful supplementary information defining common chemical terms and conventions 
are available in pdf format in the Reference Tables 
 

 

 
 
  



 

My Records 
 

• If you are logged in, you can save your favourite searches and monographs by 
clicking the Add to My Records button 

• You can save to the default list, previously created custom lists or a new list 
 

 

 
 

 
• Click My Records to view your saved searches and monographs 

 
 

 
 

 
• Pay-per-view monographs are automatically saved in the Purchased Monographs 

section 
• You can share links to a saved list of records by Email 
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